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BATTALION CHIEF MC GRATH: The date is 

December 26, 2001. Is time is 0950 hours, and 

this is Battalion Chief James McGrath of the Fire 

Department of the City of New York. I'm 

conducting an interview with Vincent Plover, 

regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Vinnie, if you'd please state your name and 
your company, and just recount for me the events as 
close as you can remember them. 

A. Vincent Plover, Ladder 85. I was in 
Manhattan working a side job when I heard of the 
events, and it was after the second tower was struck 
that I decided to respond, so I went to 18th Street to 
14 engine and got a turnout coat and pants, and I 
responded from there. I was crossing -- I was on 14th 
Street, and I saw the towers were still up. Both 
towers were still up at that point, but I lost sight of 
them as I was going -- I was going to the Westside 
Highway, and I got up on the Westside Highway, and I 
parked about seven blocks away to not interfere with 
traffic, and I got out of my truck, and I started 
running, and it was then I noticed that there was dust 
on the ground. 


The dust increased, and I didn't know what 


V. PLOVER 


the dust was, and then when I was about approximately 
one block north of the tower, because I saw people at 
the windows -- and so as I stopped, I looked up, and 
people had begun jumping from the -- and it was 
standing straight up, but not having seen the damage to 
the other tower -- a couple more minutes, and see if 
there was any change. 

Approximately four minutes later, myself and 
the other -- the company that was there and the chief, 
we started running north, and at that point I headed 
back down to -- toward where the Trade Center parking 
lot -- but adjoining the Battery Park City. 

So I joined up with a couple of other guys, 
and there was a pumper there, and I started the pumper 
and stretched lines, and we cut a hole -- exposed, and 
they were -- one would light the other one up, and then 
the gas tanks were blowing, so we started putting out 
those car fires, and then we got some foam after that. 
I ran into Ladder 85. 

Q. The fellow, from Engine 14, the firefighter 
from Engine 14 that you were with, do you have his 
name? 

A. Yes, John Dilillo. Now, he responded with 14 


engine. 
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Q. Okay. 
A. I left him at 14 engine. He would be better 
off staying with his company, so he responded with 


them, and he -- 


Q. Also, the chief that -- 

A. I have no idea who he was. 

Q. Or the company that was there with him? 

A. I don't know either. It was just -- 

Q. The name of the firefighter that was under 


the car with you? 


A. No. 
Q. Do you know what company he was? 
A. There was a Brooklyn company that I was -- 


that I was there, and I used to be an engine chauffeur, 
so -- 

Q. 9 or 3 give any indication as to where they 
might be? 

A. They -- I remember hearing -- but I 


understand that they got out. 


Q. You didn't know where they were? 
A. No. 
Q. The radio? They didn't give a location -- 


you know might help us. 


BATTALION CHIEF MC GRATH: Thanks for the 


V. PLOVER 


interview, then. The time is ten after eight, and 
I thank you very much. 


THE WITNESS: Thank you, Chief. 


